
 
 

The Economics department is accepting applications for the Gretler Fellows Program. The Gretler Fellows 
program pairs undergraduate students interested in research with faculty members who have a need for 
a research assistant on a specific project. This is a competitive application process. Individuals chosen as 
Gretler Fellows will work on the specified project approximately 5 hours per week from October 2018 
through June 2019 and earn a $2,000 stipend (awarded over 3 quarters), but will not be eligible to receive 
units. 
 

To apply, you must submit the following to the Career Connection office, North Hall 2119 or email to 
econ-careerconnection@ucsb.edu with the subject line “Gretler Fellows”: 
 

• This application 

• Resume 

• Personal statement explaining your interest in doing economic research (500-word max). 

• Unofficial transcript 
 
YOU WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED IF YOU ARE MISSING ANY OF THE MATERIALS LISTED ABOVE.  
 

Timeline for Gretler Fellows Program 
 

• Application due: Wednesday, Oct 10, by 5:00 PM 

• Fellow notifications: Friday, October 12 
 

A complete application (this application on top, resume, personal statement and unofficial transcript) is 
due no later than 5:00 PM on Wednesday, October 10th. 
 

Name______________________________ Perm #___________________ Year: 2  3  4  (circle one) 

U-Mail __________________________________   Major(s)_____________________________________  

When do you plan to graduate? ________________________________________ 

A faculty panel will review all applications, and will pair students with faculty members. 
 
A list of faculty projects is listed on the next page.  Please review all projects and rank each one.   
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Gretler Fellows Application 
due Wed, Oct 10 



Please rank your interest in all of the following faculty research projects from 1-11;  
1 being most interested and 11 being least interested. 
 
________ Professor Kelly Bedard 
Professor Bedard has requested a research assistant to help compile data to examine the gender patterns 
in Economics PhDs and the gender composition of PhD committees over time. This position will involve 
collecting, inputting and analyzing data. This project will involve constructing complex network data 
structures. 
 
________ Professor Dick Startz 
Professor Startz is looking for a research assistant to provide support for a monthly blog post on the 
economics of education at the Brookings Institution, a century-old nonprofit think tank based in 
Washington, DC.  The RA will be primarily involved in data collection and then initial analysis. The Fellow 
should be comfortable downloading data from the web and re-arranging it for subsequent analysis. The 
RA must be comfortable working independently and communicating by email as well as in person. 
Econometrics at the level of Econ 140A and computer skills are a major plus.  
 
________ Professor Gary Charness 
Professor Charness has requested a research assistant for help with two projects: 1) to program an 
experiment and 2) for help on a project that examines how referee views on submitted papers depend on 
whether (and how often) they are cited. Additionally, the student will help with data analysis and 
literature reviews on these papers and most likely others. A student with a programming background 
and who is interested in learning about experimental economics is ideal. 
 
________ Professor Javier Birchenall 
Trade routes facilitate the exchange of goods and people, but also contribute to the spread of infectious 
diseases. This project studies how trade routes exposed Europeans to Asian disease pools in historical 
times, particularly during and after the Black Death of 1347–1353. Data collection is almost complete for 
plague occurrences in Europe, but an undergraduate RA student is needed to organize and unify 
demographic and historical data sets that cover North African and Middle Eastern regions. Knowledge of 
Stata is required. 
 
________ Professor Olivier Deschenes 
Over the last decade the concept of ‘green growth’ has become a key component of development policy 
debates worldwide, holding the joint promise of economic progress and of environmental preservation. 
This proposed project aims at documenting the labor market impacts of the scaling of renewable 
electricity, a central component of almost all green growth policies implemented to date. A research 
assistant will assist in all phases of the project: data collection and organization, empirical analysis, 
literature review and preparation of reports. The student can be expected to learn about database 
management, Stata, Excel, and basic econometrics. 
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________ Professor Ted Frech  
This project involves analysis of the relation of generic drug prices to the number of sellers, using 
quarterly panel data for the past several years.  Two data sources need to be merged:  the data on the 
prices and the data on the number of firms selling each drug.  Further, the drugs need to be aggregated in 
different ways.  E.g., according to molecule and according to indication (the disease they are supposed to 
treat).  Much of the work has already been started, but not finished.  Further, new data come out every 
quarter, so the dataset needs to be updated at least a few more times.  There are judgement calls, and 
the data sources are messy, so this must be done by hand.  Additionally, the student may play a role in the 
estimation of the model once the data is cleaned and merged. 
  
________ Professor Emanuel Vespa 
The experimental research group is involved in a number of projects that require research assistance. 
An RA can be expected to help run the Experimental and Behavioral Economics Laboratory (EBEL), run 
sessions in the laboratory, code non-numerical data (the researcher produces a protocol for coding but to 
maximize objectivity it is important that the coding itself is not done by the researcher), learn to code in 
zTree and oTree (two software programs that are most commonly used as an interface in the laboratory), 
and prepare all the materials required to conduct a session involves several steps.  
 
________ Professor Peter Rupert 
Professor Rupert’s project concerns understanding the role non-profits play in the growth of 1) education, 
2) health and 3) overall economic success. Undergraduates would help collect, analyze, and understand 
data. 
 
________ Professor Doug Steigerwald 
The research goal is to improve the methods used to analyze data with binary outcomes (0 or 1) that 
arise from settings with clusters or panels. Applications of interest include the development of water 
markets, the effects of recycling on water demand, measuring the environmental impacts of illegal 
cannabis grow sites, and determining the usage of journals in a library. Initial work will focus on a 
literature search with the potential for data gathering and analysis. 
 
________ Professor Ted Bergstrom    
Professor Bergstrom is working on a project that is designed to help university libraries evaluate 
subscriptions to academic journals and to establish bargaining positions for negotiations over prices paid 
to large commercial publishers for subscription packages to all of their journals. The research will also 
explore the effects of the emerging business model of open access publishing. The research assistant 
should be adept in handling large data files and able to do some computer programming.    
 
________ Professor Heather Royer 
Professor Royer is looking for a student to help on a project examining the effect of holidays on birth 
timing and birth outcomes. There are fewer births on holidays - likely because both parents and health 
care providers have a disutility of delivering babies on holidays. As a Gretler fellow, the student would be 
involved in collecting and processing data. Econometric skills are a plus but not necessary. 
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