
 
 

The Economics department is accepting applications for the Gretler Fellows Program. The Gretler Fellows 
program pairs undergraduate students interested in research with faculty members who have a need for 
a research assistant on a specific project. This is a competitive application process. Individuals chosen as 
Gretler Fellows will work on the specified project approximately 5 hours per week from November  2021 
through June 2022 and earn a $1,750.0 stipend (awarded over 3 quarters), but will not be eligible to 
receive units. 
 

To apply, you must submit the following to the Career Connection office, North Hall 2119 or email to 
econ-careerconnection@ucsb.edu with the subject line “Gretler Fellows”: 

 
● This application 

● Resume 

● Personal statement explaining your interest in doing economic research (500-word max). 

● Unofficial transcript 
 
YOU WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED IF YOU ARE MISSING ANY OF THE MATERIALS LISTED ABOVE.  
 

Timeline for Gretler Fellows Program 

 

● Application due: October 20th by 5:00 PM 

 
 

A complete application (this application on top, resume, personal statement and unofficial transcript) is 
due no later than 5:00 PM on Wednesday, October 20th . 
 

Name______________________________ Perm #___________________ Year: 2  3  4  (circle one) 

U-Mail __________________________________   Major(s)_____________________________________  

When do you plan to graduate? ________________________________________ 

A faculty panel will review all applications, and will pair students with faculty members. 
 
A list of faculty projects is listed on the following pages.  Please review all projects and rank each one.   
 
 
 
 

 



 
Please rank your interest in all of the following faculty research projects from 1-7;  
1 being most interested and 7 being least interested. 
 
________ Professor Dick Startz 
Professor Startz is looking for an RA to provide support for two projects: (1) Using computer simulations to verify 
theoretical analysis in econometrics and (2) Occasional blog posts at the Brookings Institution 
(https://www.brookings.edu/author/dick-startz/). The prospective Gretler Fellow should be able to work in R at the 
intermediate level and should be familiar with econometrics at the level of Econ 140A. Some work will be coding 
simulations and other work will involve downloading data from the web and re-arranging it for subsequent analysis. 
 
________ Professor Javier Birchenall 
New data on the mortality of European settlers. This project seeks to measure the mortality of European 
missionaries as they ventured into sub-Saharan Africa and the New World in the sixteenth to eighteenth 
centuries. The project relies on historical missionary rolls for protestant churches and the assignment of 
catholic bishops from Rome. The first stages of the project are data intensive, moving to more analytical 
phases later on. Spreadsheet knowledge is needed. 
 
________ Professor Heather Royer 
I'm working on a project looking at the effects of drinking water quality on infant health in California. I'm looking 
for a research assistant to help with literature reviews, data collection, and data analysis. Any experience in 
STATA or ArcGIS should be mentioned in the application.  
 

________ Professor Heather Royer 
I'm looking for 3 students to work on a project on food security in Santa Barbara. In partnership with the Santa 
Barbara Foodbank, we will be surveying Santa Barbara residents. The work will involve editing surveys, 
distributing surveys, programming in Qualtrics survey software (a skill that could certainly be learned), and data 
analysis in STATA (again a skill that could be learned). Please detail your prior experience in survey creation, 
data collection, computer and statistical programming, and any other relevant experience. 
 

 
________ Professor Alisa Tazhitdinova 
I am working on a project that tries to understand the determinants of tax policy. RA will help with collection of 
historical state tax rate data,  information on state legislators, details about tax bills. Familiarity with excel, 
google and text-recognition software is desirable but not necessary.  
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